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1 Vandenbussche, H., Sector-level analysis of the impact of Brexit on the EU-28. KU Leuven, Faculty of Economics 
and Business, June 2019. 
2 Our main export products to the UK are processed vegetables and fruit (incl. frozen vegetables and potato 
products), sugar and confectionery, cereal preparations (incl. biscuits), beverages (incl. beers), chocolate and dairy 
products, oils and fats, coffee and tea and meat and fish products. 
3 The Customs (Tariff Quotas) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019, published by the UK on 8 October 2019. Of the 114 quota 
that are planned, there are 75 first-come-first-serve quota which apply to the EU and 39 license-managed quota 
which apply to the EU.  
4 Council Decision 2013/94/EU of 26 March 2012 on the conclusion of the Regional Convention on pan-Euro-
Mediterranean preferential rules of origin, OJ L 54, 3. 
5 Switzerland, Norway, Iceland and Liechtenstein, the Faroe Islands, Algeria, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, 
Morocco, Palestine, Syria, Tunisia, Turkey, Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Republic of North Macedonia, 
Montenegro, Serbia and Kosovo, the Republic of Moldova.  
6 Proposal for a Council Decision on the position to be taken on behalf of the European Union within the Joint 
Committee established by the Regional Convention on pan-European-Mediterranean preferential rules of origin as 
regards the amendment of the Convention, 14 October 2019, COM 2019/482.  
7 Art. 10, Protocol on rules of origin and origin procedures, CETA.  
8 An example thereof in the TBT Agreement is that “Members shall ensure that technical regulations are not 
prepared, adopted or applied with a view to or with the effect of creating unnecessary obstacles to international 
trade” (Art. 2.2) and that Members are to confer with one another when they are preparing or applying a technical 
proposal which would have a substantial negative impact on the trade flow from the territory of another Member 
(Art. 2.4), but equally that there should be no difference in the conformity assessment of goods from their own 
country compared to goods from another country (not confer an advantage on one’s own products, Art. 5.2). 
9 Article 22.3 of the EU-Japan Economic Partnership Agreement: this committee shall assume the following 
principal duties: (a) reviewing the implementation and operation of this Chapter (7, technical barriers to trade); 
(b) reviewing the cooperation in the development and improvement of technical regulations, standards and 
conformity assessment procedures as provided for in Article 7.12; (c) reviewing this Chapter in light of any 
developments under the WTO Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade established under Article 13 of the TBT 
Agreement, and if necessary, developing recommendations for amendments to this Chapter; (d) taking any steps 
which the Parties may consider to be of assistance in their implementation of this Chapter and the TBT Agreement 
and in facilitating trade between the Parties; (e) discussing any matter covered by this Chapter, on request of a 
Party; (f) promptly addressing any issue that a Party raises related to the development, adoption or application of 
technical regulations, standards or conformity assessment procedures of the other Party under this Chapter and 
the TBT Agreement; (g) establishing, if necessary to achieve the objectives of this Chapter, ad hoc technical 
working groups to deal with specific issues or sectors with a view to identifying a solution; (h) exchanging 
information on the work in regional and multilateral fora engaged in activities relating to technical regulations, 
standards and conformity assessment procedures and on the implementation and operation of this Chapter (Art. 
7.13). 
10 Article 26.2 of the CETA Agreement for instance, provides for committees for the trade in goods, joint customs 
cooperation, joint management in respect of sanitary and phytosanitary measures, regulatory cooperation and 
geographical indications.  
The committee for the trade in goods for example, is responsible for matters relating to the trade in goods, tariffs, 
technical trade barriers, and the Protocol on the mutual acceptance of the results of conformity assessments and 
intellectual property rights in respect of goods.  
At the request of a party, or on referral from the relevant specialised committee, or in preparing a discussion to 
be held at the CETA Joint Committee, this committee may also deal with matters in the areas of rules of origin, 



origin procedures, customs and trade promotion and border measures, sanitary and phytosanitary measures, 
public procurement contracts or regulatory cooperation, if this facilitates the resolution of an issue which cannot 
otherwise by solved by the relevant specialised committee. 
The actual purpose of the committee for the trade in goods, as specified in Article 2.13 of the CETA Agreement, is 
to promote the trade in goods between the parties, in amongst other things through consultation on accelerating 
the scrapping of tariffs under this agreement and other matters, as applicable; recommending to the CETA Joint 
Committee amendments or supplements to any provisions of this agreement in respect of the harmonised system; 
and promptly addressing issues relating to the movement of goods through the ports of entry of the parties. 
In principle, the specialised committees convene to meet once a year, although extra meetings may be requested.  
11 This Council gathers regulators from US and Canadian departments that hold powers in the areas of health, 
safety and environmental protection to jointly examine whether unnecessary differences between their 
regulatory frameworks can be diminished by establishing specific targets, to be achieved by specifically planned 
work flows. Stakeholders, such as industry, consumers and NGOs, are also free to take part in this Council. 
12 Other countries with observer status in both fora include Switzerland and Turkey. 
13 Pending a final decision on its continued body membership, the UK has currently been designated as an 
individual member. Other full members of CEN-CENELEC that are not EU Member States are North Macedonia, 
Serbia, Turkey, Iceland, Norway and Switzerland. The remit of CEN-CENELEC’s national member organisations is 
to implement the European norms as national norms through the dissemination of the European norms and the 
rescission of any conflicting national norms and standards.  
14 In amongst other things frequent technical consultation meetings are held between CEN and the International 
Organisation for Standardisation, which also publishes the ISO standards.  
15 This is a simplified procedure for tendering documentary evidence of origin.  
16 REX is the abbreviated form of Registered Exporter. The origin of goods is self-certified by market operators 
themselves by way of declarations of origin. In order to be permitted to raise such declarations of origin, market 
operators need to be registered in a database by their competent authorities. In doing so, the market operators 
obtain REX status. The REX status was first provided for in the work programme of the Union Customs Code in 
2014. 
17 This refers to the Authorised Economic Operator concept. The  concept is based on the Customs-to-Business 
partnership introduced by the World Customs Organisation (WCO). This sees traders, who comply with a number 
of criteria on a voluntary basis, work closely with the customs authorities to ensure the joint safety objective of 
the supply chain.  
18 BusinessEurope, The Future EU-UK Relations, 6 February 2020, p. 5. 
19 Mutual recognition programmes of AEO companies are in place with Andorra, China, Japan, Norway, the 
United States and Switzerland. The benefits for AEO companies in trading with the aforesaid countries in 
amongst other things include fewer customs checks and priority having their goods cleared by customs. 
20 BusinessEurope, Brexit: The Customs Implications and Solutions, 12 June 2018, p. 12. 
21 This concept  is similar to the aggregate customs declaration.  
22 In amongst other things Article 86, Article 202, Article 223 and Articles 256 through 262 of the Regulation (EU) 
No 952/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 9 October 2013 laying down the Union Customs 
Code, OJ L 269, 10/10/2013 (‘Union Customs Code’); Articles 72 through 76, Article 176, Article 181, Articles 240 
through 243 of the Commission Delegated Regulation 2015/2446 of 28 July 2015 supplementing Regulation (EU) 
No 952/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards detailed rules concerning certain provisions 
of the Union Customs Code, OJ L 343, 29/12/2015 (‘Union Customs Code Delegated Regulation’); Article 267, 
Articles 324 and 325 of the Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2015/2447 of 24 November 2015 laying 
down detailed rules for implementing certain provisions of Regulation (EU) No 952/2013 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council laying down the Union Customs Code, OJ  343, 29/12/2015 (‘Union Customs Code 
Implementing Regulation’).  



23 Regulation (EC) No 765/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 9 July 2008 setting out the 
requirements for accreditation and market surveillance relating to the marketing of products and repealing 
Regulation (EEC) No 339/93, OJ L 218, 13/08/2008, p. 30.  
24 ICSMS is made up of a closed and a public section. The closed section is intended to be used by official bodies 
such as market surveillance bodies, customs authorities and the European Commission. In amongst other things, 
the closed section contains product information, test results, official measures. Alongside the closed section is the 
public section, which is intended for consumers and manufacturers, and which offers data and privacy protection. 
The public section contains official information on unsafe products, voluntary recall campaigns and information 
posted by manufacturers drawing attention to things such as illegal copies, enabling consumers to swiftly find 
reliable information on unsafe products. 
For each product, separate Product Information (PI) details are included in the system further to the analysis of a 
sample of the production in question. 
25 Decision No 1152/2003/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 June 2003 on computerising 
the movement and surveillance of excisable products, 2003, OJ L 162,5 
26 Decision No 292/2004/EC of the Commission of 30 March 2004 on the implementation of the Traces system 
and amending Decision 92/486/EEC, 2004, OJ L 94, 63. 
27 The five certificates which may current be uploaded in TRACES are CHED-D (Common Health Entry Document for 
food and feed of non-animal origin subject at their entry into the Union to any of the measures or conditions 
provided for in article 47, member 1, sub d), e) or f) of Regulation (EC) 2017/625); COI (specifically for biological 
products); CHED-PP (Common Health Entry Document for plants, plant products and other objects referred to in 
Article 47(1) (c) to (f) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625 and Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/66); 
PHYTO (phytosanitary products which comes under Regulation 2016/2031); and FLEGT (based on Council 
Regulation (EC) No 2173/2005 of 20 December 2005 on the establishment of a FLEGT licensing scheme for imports 
of timber into the European Community, 2005 OJ L 47.  
28 Chapter 1B (Implementing Provisions) of Appendix 5 (Live animals, their semen, ova and embryos: border checks 
and inspection fees) of Annex 11 of the Agreement between the European Economic Community and the Swiss 
Confederation on trade in agricultural products.  
29 Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/2151 of 13 December 2019 establishing the work programme 
relating to the development and deployment of the electronic systems provided for in the Union Customs Code, 
2019 OJ L 325, 168. 
30 For instance, information on the procedures to be awarded AEO and REX status; how businesses should go 
about dealing with product classifications in their customs declarations; informing business of the ramifications of 
the expiry of the transition period in the areas of VAT and excise duties; how to apply for and deliver supplier’s 
declarations in consideration of the establishment of origin.  
31 Based on the original Sangatte Protocol between France and the UK. 
32 The UK is already taking part in a smart and secure trade lanes trial project that has been set up between the 
UK, The Netherlands, France, Germany, Italy, Poland, Spain, China and Hong Kong.  
33 Delegated Commission Regulation (EU) 2019/1143 of 14 March 2019 amending Delegated Regulation (EU) 
2015/2446 as regards the declaration of certain low-value consignments, OJ L 181, 05/07/2019 
34 Article 77, Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2015/2447 of 24 November 2015 laying down detailed 
rules for implementing certain provisions of Regulation (EU) No 952/2013 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council laying down the Union Customs Code. 


